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Naples was a mine which, if not handled delicately, might
go off at any minute setting fire to Italy and all Europe.
The Congress was impressed, and they dared do nothing
against Murat. Every day the rumor came back that peace
in Italy would be bought from Murat by offering him
part of the Legations. Cardinal Consalvi was losing a great
deal of sleep over this; he was doing everything he could
to prevent it, buttonholing everyone at the Congress. But
he was unable to obtain any definite promises. Everyone,
especially Francis, avoided the subject. Francis told the
Cardinal that he would not touch the Legations himself,
but that he was not going to go to war in order to guaran- _
tee the Legations to the Holy See.
Now the Legations were far from being the only worry
of the pontifical legate. There was also that terrible letter
which had to be written and yet should not be written:
a short letter to a lady; not even that, merely an address
to be written and the envelope to be sealed. Ever since
October, the Cardinal had been fearfully avoiding this
address and envelope, had been in despair at not knowing
what to do. Talleyrand had given him a letter from his
wife, addressed to the Cardinal, full of friendly compli-
ments. It was that letter which terrified the papal legate.
He could not possibly address his answer to the Princess
Talleyrand; by doing that he would recognize the mar-
riage of a bishop. And neither could he address it to Mme.
Grand, without insulting and outraging her as a con-
cubine. In the days when Europe was dominated by the
papacy, the Cardinal would not have hesitated one mo-
ment; he would have thrown the letter into the wastepaper
basket and thought no more about it. For a month, he
had been delaying his answer and torturing himself with
what he should do. Not to answer would be an insult
not ojily to the 4vife but also to the husband. And the
Holy See was in dire need bf France's friendship and
that of her representative, in order to defend her interests
in Vienna. Not knowing what to do, he had confided in